Village of Homer
Regular Meeting of Trustees

March 14, 2011

7:00pm

Those present:  Village Trustees; Jeanine Bensken, Kevin Knott, Roy Woodmansee, Pat Butler, Ray Cunningham, and Guy James, Village President, David Lucas, Village  Clerk, Sharon Jeffers, Village Treasurer, Cindy Pruitt, Village Attorney, Paul Hendren, Chief of Police, John Rouse, Maintenance/Water, Rob Boyer, and Bub Miller, Zoning, Jim White, News Gazette, Siv Schwink, Sodemann and Associates, Jerry Dewhirst, Herb Lacey, Perry Dable, Marilynn Lee, Suzanne Smith, Tom Smith, Kelly Vetter, Jodi Bear, Dave Hermes, and Larry Mingee.

Community input:  Marilynn Lee would like to have volunteers help pick up electronics for Senior Citizens for the county wide recycling drop\op off.  Also the HCIA would like for the Village to participate in the Business Expo on April 9th.
Perry Dable made a presentation for the Homer High School Alumni Foundation.  They are organizing a Hall of Fame for former Homer High students and would like to have the display case built in the front hall way of the Village Hall.  They are asking if the Village could make a donation towards the project.

Dave Hermes presented the Board with a job description for the Sewer Plant Operator, and is also interested in the position.

Suzanne Smith and Kelly Vetter would like to start a Community Garden Mentoring Program.  They would like to start by using the planters downtown to plant fruits, vegetables and herbs and would like the Villages permission to do so.

Minutes:  Guy James made the motion to approve February 14th regular board minutes as presented with corrections, Ray Cunningham second the motion, all in favor, motion approved.

Village Bills:  Ray Cunningham made the motion to approve payment of Village bills as presented, Pat Butler second the motion, roll call vote:  Jeanine Bensken, yes, Kevin Knott, yes, Roy Woodmansee, yes, Pat Butler, yes, Ray Cunningham, yes, Guy James, yes, motion approved.

Storm Sewer work:  Guy James made the motion to authorize Stewart and Stewart to clear sewers in trouble areas, not to exceed $700, Ray Cunningham second the motion, roll call vote:  Jeanine Bensken, yes, Kevin Knott, yes, Roy Woodmansee, yes, Pat Butler, yes, Ray Cunningham, yes, Guy James, yes, motion approved.

Use of Village Hall for HHS Alumni Foundation:  Kevin Knott made the motion to allow the Homer High School Alumni Foundation to construct a display case in the Village Hall for their Hall of Fame display, Ray Cunningham second the motion, all in favor, motion approved.

Straw Poll vote:  A straw poll vote was taken to contribute $300 to the Homer High School Alumni Foundation for the construction of there display case in fiscal year 2011/12;  all in favor.

Temporary use of Village ground:  Ray Cunningham made the motion to allow the Youth League to use the Village Hall back lot for a temporary practice field, Pat Butler second the motion, all in favor, motion approved.
Reports:  Jeanine Bensken made the motion to approve, Treasurer, Police, Water, Maintenance, and Village Hall reports as presented, Ray Cunningham second the motion, all in favor, motion approved.

Jerry Dewhirst from Sodemann and Associates presented the board with a Sewer update.

Sewer Bills:  Guy James made the motion to approve bills for the IEPA loan disbursement:  Sodemann and Associates invoices for engineering in the amount of $2850.00 and $13,569.00, and Cross Construction invoice in the amount of $47,316.33, Ray Cunningham second the motion, roll call vote: Jeanine Bensken, yes, Kevin Knott, yes, Roy Woodmansee, yes, Pat Butler, yes, Ray Cunningham, yes, Guy James, yes, motion approved.

Change order:  Guy James made the motion to approve Change order #5 for Contract B, Cross Construction in the amount of $25,434.93 for brick work, Ray Cunningham second the motion, roll call vote:  Jeanine Bensken, yes, Kevin Knott, yes, Roy Woodmansee, yes, Pat Butler, yes, Ray Cunningham, yes, Guy James, yes, motion approved.

Change order:  Jeanine Bensken made the motion to approve change order with an estimated cost of $151,555.00 for replacement of water mains as necessary as sewer work progresses with the Village Water Department approval, Ray Cunningham second the motion, roll call vote:  Jeanine Bensken, yes, Kevin Knott, yes, Roy Woodmansee, yes, Pat Butler, yes, Ray Cunningham, yes, Guy James, yes, motion approved.

Mass mailing:  Ray Cunningham made the motion to approve $300 for a mass mailing to inform residents of sewer work, no second was made, motion failed.

Dumpster Days:  Ray Cunningham made the motion to set Village Dumpster days for June 3rd , noon to 8pm and June 4th 8am to 11am, no second, motion failed.
Dumpster Days:  Roy Woodmansee made the motion to set Village Dumpster days for June 3rd noon till 8pm and June 4th 8am till 3pm, Ray Cunningham second the motion, all in favor, motion approved.

Closed meeting:  Ray Cunningham made the motion to enter into closed session with Police Chief, John Rouse, Village Attorney, Paul Hendren, and Village Clerk, Sharon Jeffers present, to discuss a matter which involves an ongoing, prior or future criminal investigation per open meeting act exception 5 ILCS 120/Z(c)(14) and which matter also

Constitutes a treat or danger to the security of the public itself and involves a threat or danger to the security of the public itself, per open meetings act exemption 5 ILCS 120/Z(c)(8), Roy Woodmansee second the motion, roll call vote:  Jeanine Benksen, yes, Kevin Knott, yes, Roy Woodmansee, yes, Pat Butler, yes, Ray Cunningham, yes, and Guy James, yes, motion approved.  Enter into closed session 9:38pm.

Resume regular session 10:00pm

Adjourn:  Roy Woodmansee made the motion to adjourn, Jeanine Bensken second the motion, all in favor, motion approved. Adjourn 10:00pm

Posted:

Sharon Jeffers

Village Clerk  

